
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

 

CITY OF EAST PROVIDENCE 

 

RESOLUTION NO. 

 

RESOLUTION ACKNOWLEDGING EAST PROVIDENCE AS A PART OF SOWAMS, 

THE ANCESTRAL HOME OF THE POKANOKET TRIBE 

 

WHEREAS, East Providence is one of several Rhode Island cities and towns within the Sowams 

Heritage Area; and 

 

WHEREAS, Sowams is the ancestral home of the Pokanoket tribe, where they lived and thrived 

for the nearly 12,000 years between the last glacial retreat and the establishment of European 

colonies in New England; and 

 

WHEREAS, Sowams is historically significant as a cultural nexus between Indigenous and 

European peoples; and 

 

WHEREAS, the towns of Barrington and Warren have officially acknowledged these facts, and 

that their boundaries lie within the Sowams Heritage area; and 

 

WHEREAS, the City East Providence City Council pays honor to, and has deep respect for, the 

ancestries and cultural contributions of all of its people. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of East Providence 

makes the following land acknowledgement, to be displayed at the beginning of all future Council 

meetings: 

 

Welcome to Sowams, the ancestral home of the Pokanoket people for ten thousand (10,000) years 

prior to settler colonization. 

 

We pay tribute to the tribal elders and people of this community who served and continue to serve 

as stewards of the lands and waterways of Rhode Island and Massachusetts. 

 

We recognize the unique and enduring relationship that exists between Indigenous People and 

their traditional territories. We acknowledge that our community was a part of the larger ancestral 

homeland of the Pokanoket Tribe/Pokanoket Nation. 

 



Let this acknowledgement serve as a reminder of our ongoing efforts to recognize, honor, 

reconcile and partner with the Pokanoket people for the benefit of the lands and water of 

Sowams. 

 

This resolution shall take effect upon passage.  

 

Adopted by City Council: _____________________ 

 

Attest: 

 

_____________________________________________ 

City Clerk of the City of East Providence, Rhode Island 

 

Introduced by: Council Vice President Rodericks and Councilman Cahoon 


