@ Weybosset Bridge & the Cove

: i Weybosset in the
Narragansett
Indian language
meant, “crossing
place,” a narrow,

B shallow place on
P the river that In-

Weybosset Bridge today dians used to walk

from one side of Narragansett Bay to the other, pre-
sumably during low to mid-tides. Weybosset is just
south of the convergence of two rivers, theWoonas-
quatucket and Moshassuck, flowing south into the
Providence River, at the upper end of Narragansett
Bay. Today, it lies at the bottom of College Street.

Weybosset was also where three important Ab-
original Indian trails met, one coming down from
the north, the second up from the southeast Mount
Hope region called the Wampanoag Trail, and
- the third up from
“* Connecticut in the
southwest called
¢ the Pequot Trail.
Later the Wey-

. bosset name was

“ given to a wooden
colonial toll
bridge built by the early settlers across the Provi-
dence River at the entrance to the Cove prior to
1660. Roger Williams (1603-1683), founder of
Providence and the Rhode Island Colony, served
for a time as the toll taker at Weybosset in his
elderly years. Gradually the Cove was filled in and
became much of the land in Downtown Provi-
dence.

The first bridge was poorly constructed and fell
into disrepair by the late 1670s, so the townspeople
and their livestock waded across the ford until a
second bridge was constructed in 1711. During the
early years, farmers from the meadows to the west
crossed over the bridge and sold their produce in
what is still known today as Market Square.

Providence in 1700

® Roger Wllllams National Memorial
The Roger
Williams Nation-
al Memorial was
established by
Congress in 1965
to commemorate
Williams’ “out-
standing contributions to the development of the
principles of freedom in this country”

The memorial, a 4.5 acre urban greenspace at 282
North Main Street near the State House and down-
town Providence, includes a freshwater spring
which was the center of the settlement of Provi-
dence Plantations founded by Williams in 1636.

It is on this site that Williams, through word and
action, fought for the ideal that religion must not
be subject to regulation by the state but, instead,
that it should be a matter of individual conscience.

It was a remarkable journey that brought
Williams to what is now the capital of Rhode Island
and to where he put his beliefs into practice, giving

“shelter for persons dlstressed of conscience.”

The Antram- | 1
Gray House an
early 18th century
structure with a
late 18th century
addition, serves
as the visitor center
for the Roger Williams National Memorial.

The 17th century gardens at Roger Williams Na-
tional Memorial include two interpretive gardens:
an aboriginal garden and a colonial kitchen garden.

North Main Street park entrance

Depiction of Providence in 1650

Regular Hours: Monday - Sunday:

Open 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Winter Hours: January through March

Mondays - Tuesdays: Closed

Wednesday - Sunday:

Open 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM
Holidays: Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas & New Year’s

(®Neutaconkanut Hill

A fabulous view
of Providence
can be seen from
the top of Neu-
taconakanut Hill
in a park on the

" western border
of the City of Providence. Its hiking trails lead
to rocks that mark the location where aboriginal
people once gathered for meetings, including
the Narragansett, Nipmuc, Massachusetts and
Pokanoket Tribes.

The Neutaconkanut Hill Park is open year
around from dawn to dusk near the intersection of
Killingly and Sunset Avenue in the Silver Lake Dis-
trict of Providence (Take Interstate Route 195 to
Rte 6 West to the RI-128/Killingly Street exit and
follow Killingly Street south to Sunset Avenue).

(D Rhode Island Charter at the State House
The Royal Charter
!} of 1663 was a docu-
| ment granted by

~ | King Charles II of

o o == “1in Rhode Island

portion of the original charter which allowed them
to govern their own colony and guaranteed their
individual freedom of religion.

The Charter holds a unique place in the evolu-
tion of human rights in the modern world. When
King Charles II granted the Charter, it marked the
first time in history that a monarch allowed the
right of individuals within a society to practice the
religion of their choice without any interference
from the government. This freedom was extremely
radical in an age marked by wars of religion and
persecution of people for religious beliefs.

The original charter may be seen at the Charter
Museum in the State House between 8:30 a.m.
and 4:30 p.m. on non-holiday weekdays.

Take a Tour of
17th Century
Providence
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